LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

the man, for whom it was impossible to live without
prayers, now found in them a spacious field where he

couid unlock the deeps of his heart.

In Vijaykrishna as well as in Ramakrishna, Vedan-
tism was not an altogether unnecessary experience,
for, in tfae case of Ramakrishna, it made him cling all the
more strongly to "Qualified Monism" {Visistadwaitabad),
regarding the phenomenal universe (to quote his own
words) as the web spun by the Spider (the Mother),
regarding both the container and the contained as God
himself, instead of regarding the Real Man and the Real
Tiling, stripped of name and form as the Absolute which
the other credo teaches. In the case of Vijaykrishna, it
proved conclusively that Bhakti was his dower and also
enabled him to check the disease of growing Materialism
in Calcutta (for, wherever Materialism raises its head,
Vedantism is the proper remedy, and hence Swami
Vivekananda preached Vedantism in America, the cosy
seat of democracy and the land of the almighty dollar)
and after that it prepared the way to his acceptance of
Brahmoism, the religion of the Formless with attributes,
by preaching the theory of the impersonality of Godhead
and of the impersonality of the Real Man, who is identical
with the sexless Self, the neuter Tt', making no invidious
distinction. The sufferings of Vijaykrishna as a Vedantist
were so awful because of his high stature as Bhakta, just

as the measure of our happiness determines our

susceptibility to misery,

We are not perhaps wholly correct when we say that
Vedantism is an intellectual religion: the Formless of the
Vedanta is capable of being realized only by burning
intuition, even though the Formless is without attributes
and beyond vision. The Vedantist has to feeJLfchat there
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